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By Bill Montgomery 

SMH Wrirtr 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Four months and 
five days after he fled a 10-year prison sen- 
tence, J.B. Stoner’s life on the run ended at the 
federal courthouse here with the pallid, limping 
59-year-old fugitive being led by his bail bonds- 
man and federal agents before a U.S. magis- 
trate. 

Reported sightings placed him from near 
Jacksonville, Fla., to a small town below Fort 
Worth, Texas, and rumor had it that he had 
crossed the Mexican border. But in the end, it 
came down to an arranged surrender initiated 
by a call Thursday from a Montgomery Holiday* 
Inn. 

"We white people shall overcome,” said 
Stoner, as his freedom as a fugitive officially 
ended. A* 

The suspended Marietta lawyer, former 







■ Where did Stoner go? A chronology 
traces authorities’ efforts to track him down 
during the four months he was a fugitive. Page 
8-A. ■ 


head of the white supremacist and anti-Semitic 
National States Rights Party, dropped out of 
sight in late January, two weeks after the U.S 
Supreme Court refused to hear his appeal of a 
1980 conviction for the bombing of a Birming- 
ham church 25 years ago. No one was injured in 
the blast at the Bethel Church, which was serv- 
ing at that time as a local headquarters for the 
civil rights movement 

Late Thursday afternoon, Stoner, his limp 
from polio very evident, was led by Montgom- 
ery bail bondsman Sonny Kyle Livingston and 
an FBI agent before U.S, Magistrate Lewis 


Gwaltney. 

Gwaltney immediately dismissed federal 
fugitive charges against Stoner. The FBI had 
said all along the federal charges were just 'a 
vehicle to bring them into the search. Gwaltney 
then affably refused Stoner's attempt to file 
habeas corpus briefs he had brought with him. 

“I’m not going to discuss that, Mr. Stoner. 
It’s wasting my time and yours,” Gwaltney told 
the prisoner. 

“When am I in state custody?” Stoner 
asked. 

“As soon as I pronounce the magic words,” 
the magistrate said. 

Moments later, ^Stoner was informed he 
was in the custody of the state of Alabama. 
State corrections officials were polite and even 
shook hands with their newest charge as they 

See STONER, Page 8-A 
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Continued From Page 1-A 
subjected him to a pat-down search. 

"I'm a* white political prisoner," 
Stoner told a reporter. 

Alabama prison authorities said that 
Stoner would be sent to the Kilby Correc- 
tional Facility outside Montgomery for 
classification. Ron Tate, spokesman for the 
state corrections department, has said in 
the past that Stoner would eventually be 
sent to a maximum-security prison open- 
ing this month north of Birmingham. 

Prison authorities have said Stoner 
would be given a cell to himself and meas- 
ures taken to ensure his safety. 

Wearing a tan leisure suit with a red- 
and-white thunderbolt patch, the emblem 
of the National States Right Party, Stoner 
refused to answer reporters’ shouted ques- 
tions about his whereabouts and who had 
been sheltering him. 

“I’ve been enjoying life for the last 
four months,” Stoner said. “I wanted to 
live a little longer,” he said, referring to 
his previously stated fear that black in- 
mates would kill him if he were sent to an 
Alabama prison. 

Federal authorities said Stoner was 
placed under arrest at 2:40 pan. (CDT) at 
a Montgomery area motel, where he had 
set up a meeting with Livingston. An FBI 
agent accompanied the bondsman to the 
early afternoon meeting. The FBI presence 
. apparently surprised Stoner, who made no 
resistance but offered the rueful comment, 
“The Federal Bureau of Integration has 
done it again." . 

Livingston said he thought' Stoner had 
been in Mexico City, Texas and more re- 
cently on unnamed beaches in the South- 
east 

i “I believe be was in one day’s driving 
distance of Atlanta," he said. 

Asked which beaches, he replied, “You 
know, sand, sun. surf, with pretty girls in 
bikinis.” 

An FBI spokesman, Pat Mitchell, said 
he could not confirm^ that Stoner was in 
Mexico City and declined further com- 
ment. 

With his surrender Thursday, Stoner 
failed by five months to match the per- 
formance of the average fugitive sought by 
tiie FBI, who is generally caught nine 
months after fleeing and 1,000 miles from 
his point of departure. The perennial politi- 
cal candidate’s familiar face never even 
got on a post office wanted poster. 

Stoner said he ended his flight because 
"Sonny Livingston’s a good friend, and I 
didn’t want him to lose $20,000.” Living- 
ston, a slick-haired, cigar-chewing bonds- 
man, stood to lose the bond he posted to 
ensure Stoner’s appearance in court four 
months ago. 

Livingston still faces a hearing Friday 


morning before Birmingham Circuit Judge 
Charles Crowder on the bond. Crowder had 
made it known that Livingston , would lose 
the $20,000 Friday if Stoner were not in 
custody. •••-; 

However, Elno Smith, the Montgom- 
ery lawyer who defended Stoner at his 
church-bombing trial, said he thinks Stoner 
feared a lawsuit Uyingston filed in late 
March to divest Stoner of any property he 
might own to pay off the forfeiture. 

Stoner, however, said Thursday that 
be has no real estate in his name. The red- 
brick National States Rights Party head- 
quarters in Marietta is owned by a' private 
corporation, Christian Rights Inc. The cor- 
poration’s officers are Stoner and Or. Ed- 
ward R. Fields, Stoner’s plose associate in 
the party. 

Cecil Moses, chief of the FBI’s Bir- 
mingham office^ which coordinated the 
search for Stoner, has contended for 
several weeks that Stoner feared the FBI 
was closer to finding him than they really 
were, and that he was dismayed by the 
continuing interest in his whereabouts. 

“You know he’s imposed a sentence oni 
himself as confining as any prison, w Moses 
said in an interview a week before Stoner’s 
surrender. “He can’t communicate, he 
can't get his views across any way without 
endangering his freedom. It must bother 

him.” ‘ t t 

Reports from sources including Elno 
Smith and the FBI late last week indicated 
Stoner was in the process of arranging his 
surrender. 1 ' ’ ■ 

Livingston kept insisting throughout 
the day Thursday that he thought Stoner .j 
might surrender in Birmingham Friday. A 
The bondsman drove away from his office 
shortly before 9 a m. (CDT) Thursday, 
without saying where he was going. ;He 
was back at his office no more tiiati^'Wp 
hours later, but the van he had been driv- 
ing was not outside. . ' % ' 

Livingston’s wife, Wanda, beganrf fil- 
ing reporters shortly after- 3 p.m. that her 
husband was bringing Stoner to the fed eral 
courthouse. ; £t| 

Born Jesse Benjamin Stoner Jr:, the 
longtime Marietta resident surfaced^ the 
cause of racism more than 40 yearsar^o as 
an 18:year-old officer with the KEslui; 
Klan in Tennessee. - 

Stoner was indicted in 1977;.ip f . the 
church bombing, the formal charge^^W|$ 
for exploding dynamite dangerously close 
to inhabited dwellings: He was com ||r§$ 
by his Alabama prosecutors symbolic ;of an 
era of violent resistance to the civil'' rights 
movement. |L 

Stoner fought extradition to ju abama 
for two years but was finally Jfcf’Ced to 
face trial there in 1980. The tr$I lasted 
three days. The jury returned a |u).lty ver- 
dict after deliberating just 90 minu tes. 1 


